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Wrap It Up:
The “Gift” of Understanding

Conclude your lessons by using the following strategies:

· Ask probing questions.  Elicit ideas from several students.  
Sample question starters:



Did we accomplish our learning goals today?  How do we know?



What conclusions can you draw from today’s lesson?



How does what we learned today relate to 


?



How will you use what we learned today?



What is the “big idea” or “key concept” from today’s lesson?



How is 

 similar to/different from 


?  



What approach/strategy can you now use to 


?



How can we apply what we learned today?



What key vocabulary was introduced today?  Why is it important?


Where does this idea fit in with the other ideas we’ve been studying?


Ask students to complete a simile or analogy and collect them


(designated concept, principle, or process) is like 






 because 


.
· Provide time for exit passes.  You might want to include more than  one from the list:



Questions I have



What I need to learn this better



New things I learned



Suggestions for next time



Guesses



Pluses of today’s lesson



Minuses of today’s lesson



Insights



Requests



Favorite part and why



Least favorite part and why



Teach me….











OVER(
Conclusion strategies continued…
· Ask students to make a Grand Finale Comment.

Individual student



Today I learned …. Tomorrow I need ….


Today I felt … because ….


I would color today (state color) because ….


My focus was/wasn’t good today because ….

Group of students


Our group worked well today because ….



Our group needs more help with ….



Tomorrow our group’s goal is ….


A theme song that represents how we worked is ….
· Poll students.  Graph their responses.
· Ask students to align themselves on a “fortune line” to determine how well they think they know the material.  Next, students should “fold” the line in half; students who are having trouble can ask those that “get it” for clarification/more explanation.
· Ask students to complete a reflective journal activity at the end of a larger unit of material.

· Ask students to write letters to you, their friends, a character/person important in your curricula, etc. about what they’ve learned.
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Give the gift of understanding!
Make sure to address any misunderstandings, misconceptions, misjudgments, etc. at the beginning of your next lesson.
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