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CONFIDENCE above all
1. Stand at the door to stop bad behavior before it enters.
2. Stand confidently and remove physical barriers between you and students.

3. Get the class perfectly quiet before speaking.  WAIT for it.  Don’t give in.
4. Do what you have to do to set the tone for a productive class period.
5. Make clear your goals for learning and expectations for behavior.

6. Project your voice and avoid weak language (wishy-washy).  Be assertive.

7. Move around the room to keep students on task and to monitor behavior.
8. If problems arise, don’t provide an audience.  

9. Give “problem” students your one-on-one attention and LISTEN.
10. Don’t give students an opportunity to question your authority and derail your lesson.
Try these statements as needed:


We aren’t having this conversation now.



This topic is not up for debate.



That’s old news; we’re moving on.



I’m here to teach; you’re here to learn.



If you need more details, you can stay after class or after school.



Respect is not an option.



Why are you disrespecting yourself and your intelligence?



Make a better choice.



You have two minutes to cool off; when I come back, you need to …




(and make sure you come back in two minutes!)



I hear what you’re saying, and you still need to do what’s expected.



Is there something that’s getting in the way of your progress today?



Do you have what you need to be successful today?



What can I help you do to be successful today?



Fix it.  Give students an opportunity to do the “right” thing.
11. Kill down time.

12. Consider your seating arrangements; move the problems up front or disperse.

13. Get to know school resources – counselors, coaches, and teachers who can help.

14. Concentrate on learning a few new procedures at a time.  

15. Make sure students know the reason for the changes – a more productive class   

     environment where everyone can learn.
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Take the lead!
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