Mrs. Waller                                                                                                        English 9 Honors
Welcome to English


During the first few weeks of school, we will discuss classroom and school policies and procedures, communication and levels of questioning, and begin a term-long thematic unit on the Search for Identity.  Your student will be reading literature and informational texts that support this theme.  Embedded in our unit are opportunities to read challenging passages closely, examine authors’ structural and grammatical choices, and analyze those choices across several different texts.  Please see the calendar of units to be covered in your child’s English notebook.

Additional Ongoing Activities
· Notebook organization – All papers in the notebook are listed on the table of contents inside.  We take a few minutes once a week to update the contents and file papers away.  Please look in your student’s notebook from time to time to see what progress is being made.  
· Learning log – In their composition books, students are writing about things they learn in and out of school.  We are, in effect, making a scrapbook of knowledge.  Students can draw pictures, include charts, solve math problems, etc.  Each entry students write, for now, should be at least two full pages in length.  I’m interested in evidence of learning and helping students think about and take responsibility for their learning.  We will work on the entries once a week, but students may be asked to complete them as homework as well. 
· Independent reading – Students will also be expected to choose books to read on their own each term.  Book talks, book swaps, and guest speakers will also support our literacy program.  

· Vocabulary acquisition – We will keep personal dictionaries of words to use in our writing and in our speaking.  Please encourage your students to use precise and interesting words at home, too.  
· Grading for effort – At times, you will see effort grades given to your student on assignments when I want to emphasize the process of learning.  Here is the criteria for demonstrating effort:
1. Student used time and resources wisely.

2. Student worked on the skill or task until it was completed. 

3. Student pushed forward even when work, attitude, or other challenge proved

difficult. 

4. Student viewed challenges as opportunities to learn by increasing his/her 


understanding of the material, task, himself/herself, or peers.

If you have any questions, please contact me at wwaller@wcboe.org or 410.677.5143.  

Thank you for coming!
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